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SOUTH ASIA FOUNDATION

........the journey that began

South Asia Foundation's Crafts Development Cenfre is a unique crafts resource centre and one of its kind in this part of
Indic. Being set up in the beginning of 1998 to present an altemdtive source of income generation and representation
of crafts of the region, this unit has through quality and nature of its work together with high grade in-house (read
campus) fraining facility is inclinedfinificted towards creating a crafts movemnent in this region. This centre will create
opportunity and awareness against social oppression and exploitation and will further enhence appreciation of enviroment
friendly artisan way of life and handicraft products.

The CDC is situated in a tiny town of South Sikkirn, Namchi which is sparsely populated. Otherwise a secluded areq, it has
drawn rmany an attention over last few years because of various state govemment projects and development activities,
initiated by the SAF. In the moming, one finds trainess coming from far-flung basties (read inhabitant's locality) fo the
three units, 2ach housing two to three crafts training centres. The Foundation feels there is hope in them for improving
their quality of life, depending on such sustainable activities which are copable of generating rescurces much needed.




This in-house training programme which includes impariing design
inputs, complete fraining in particular crafts besides exdensive
training in monagerial and marketing skil, upgradation of skill,
improving tools and equipments, providing quality raw material,
non-formal education, medical support and formation of Self
Help Groups [SHGs). Every care is being token into making an
unskilled person into a complete artisan with improved productivity
and greater sense of social responsibility based on handicrafts
aclivities.

The added advantage is by providing infrastructural support for
seftiing these artisans, one can ook info deeper aspect of this
noble income generation programme which can attiibute
posifively in alleviating poverty in inaccessible ploces in the region.
These artisans, through formation of Self Help Groups and
eventually through co-operafive societies, are expected to camy
on the task effectively.

Which actually began with the joumney to the tiny liftle place, SAF
is to put all the acts together with  the team fo wn the Crafts
Development Centre effectively and to set up a crafts village
which is envisaged to lead a crafts moverment and an arfisan
led sustainable model of development in the region. The project
was sponsored by the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts),
Govermnment of India, Rajiv Gandhi Foundation, Small Industries
Development of India ond called Rural Economic Advancement
Programme/ REAP Project Sikkim.

This film “The Treasure in the Snow” is aimed at maoking Sikkim
known fo the outside warld where creativity is the life line of the
people of this beautiful Himalayan State.




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESENTS
THE TREASURE IN THE SNOW [Documentary/2 7 /Color in Cellulcid format)
A FILM ON SIKKIM
By: South Asia Foundation Directed and Filmed by Goutam Ghose.
It is known as the Switzerand of the East, Sikkim, the Himalayan state nasting between Nepal, Bhutan and
China, joined the mainstream of the Indian Union in 1975. Till then, this land of mist and mystery was a
rnonarchy, rled by the "Chogyal', belonging fo the Namgyal family.
Locked away for centunies, litle was known about Sikkim to the rest of the world, But ence it opened ifs doors,
maore and more people have been able to discover the freasures of this paradise. I's vivid, ageless mountain
ranges with their majestic peaks - Kanchenzonga and the Siniclchu, ifs spectacular flora and verdant valleys,
the vivacious Teesta and serpentine Ringit rivers, leave everyone transfixed with delight,
The documentary, " The Treaure in the Snow” made by internationally renowned film-maker, Goutam Ghose,
offers rare glimspes of Sikidm - its history, myths, religion, arts and culture. Ghose traveled extensively across
Sikkim - capturing sorme biiliant maments on film. The changing seasons - when the londscope alters con-
tinucusly revealing new facets; traditional vignettes such as young monks chanting prayers and long-forgot-
ten fales from fhe past are all brought alive by Ghose.
The highlight of the film is the abundance of natural beauty of Sikkim. ‘The Treasure in the Snow" also dwells
extensively on Sikkinn s a land of devotion and piety. Here, both Hinduism and Buddhism - the religion of the
rmajority - coexist harmonicusly.
Yet another highlight is the film's aftempt fo delve info the world of Sikkimese art and craft. Here too, like in maost
culturas, religion was fhe founfainhead of arf and culture. It also shows that the credtivity is the life line of the
Skkimese people.
The film effortlessly moves fiom the traditional to the modem ways of life. 'The Treasure In the Snow” is an effort
to weave all these diverse elerments of Sikkimese life into a cogent whale. Ghose's skill lies in his unique ability
to tell a story and give a hurman face to the experience that is Sikkim. i










