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Film Mame Sange Meel Se Mulagat

1989, 90 ming, Colour, Documentary/Elindi

Director
Goutam Ghose

Commentator
Ain Rasheed Khan

Screenplay
Ain Rasheed Khan

Casl
Bismillah Khan {as Ustad Bismillah Khan)

‘Synopsis

Samge-Meel Se Mulagal' (Meeting the Milestone) is a

documentary on life of Ustad Bismillah Khan.

Country  India

Director'sStatement

FilmmakerGowlamGhoserecallsthe 17 dayshespentwith
Ustad Bismillah Khan."When 1 first approached Ust;
Bismillah Khan forthe documentary [eventually madeo
him, in 1989, “Sangeel Meel Se Mulagal' (" Meeti
Milastone'), heoffered fourdaysofhistime. By thetime
shootwrappedup, he had become so involved thatwe
finallyspentl 7daysiogether, AndneedIsaythallhos
enough to allow me a glimpse of what the maestro wa
aboul.

My film essentially explored the alchemy belween
musician and Benaras, the city he never gaveupli
Hisrootednessintheplace'scultureand hisrefusalto
tore-lacate, hisgurus, hisinspiration, hisrelationships
beginnings. Although, lwon'tsay it wasautobiograph
itwasabitafhimandeverythingaraundhin.

Those days werewhen the Baliri Masjid issue was
importance, Hewasveryarticulateontheissue, Heto
“Havethey(fundamentalists)gone crazy? My chi
full of memories of s morning bath inthe holy Gan
which Iwould offer namaaz and would then get
play at the Balaji temple. Let them make a
monument(Babrijoutoltheplaceandallowgreatarti
perform.” Hislifestylewas, asobvious, very simple
hardlyseemedtocaremuchiormoney. Littleseer
him away from that mindset either. Hewasoncer
the Rockeffeler Centre tocome over tothe USand
ashramthere—hewasoneofthe few celebrated m
whoneverstarted aschool. Atfirsthedeclined
501060 peoplewhowereclose tohimordepend
as reason. The cenlre offered to accommodate:
Finally, he had said 1o them, “Then move the G
puja-paatholBenarasaswellandl'llcomeover,
I'sinterestinghow Bismillah Khandealtwithsi
wasfacedwith,Oneisthatofleadingtheproces
the country's first Republic Day. Pandit Jawa
requested that he play the shehnai on b
Khansaheb's problem was that he never pi
instrumentwhilewalking,otherthanonMohar
did his best lo convince him, saying that
wholehostofdignitaries, includingthePresid
wasamomentousenoughevent.
Heconcededandevencompasedatune, S
badhivabaje,inspiredbythelocalrhythm
Benaras, instead. Yousimplycouldn'ttaketh
him.
Imethimlastayear-and-a-halfagowhenh
performinkolkata. Hesaid,“Gautambabala
Benarasmeintasirhai,damhai.” [ Thepullof
irresistible). !
Thetragedyinhispassingawayisthatth
besomeonelotakeuptheinstrument thew
playingthemostdifficultragaswithit.
since,
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